Sustainable Community Application 2017

I. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITYAPPLICANT INFORMATION

Name of Sustainable Community:

Town of Westernport

Name of Applicant:
Town of Westernport

Applicant’s Federal Identification Number: 52-6002086

Applicant’s Street Address: 107 Washington Street

City: Westernport County: Allegany  State: MD  Zip Code: 21562

Phone Number: 301-359-3932 Fax Number: 301-359-3894 Web Address:

Sustainable Community Application Local Contact:

Name: Renee Morris Title: Town Clerk

Address: 107 Washington Street City: Westernport State: MD Zip Code: 21562

Phone Number: 301-359-3932 Fax Number: 301-359-3894

E-mail: Address:townofwesternport@verizon.net

Sustainable Community Contact for Application Status:

Name: Renee Morris Title: Town Clerk

Address: 107 Washington Street City: Westernport State: MD Zip Code: 21562

Phone Number: 301-359-3932 Fax Number: 301-359-3894

E-mail: Address:townofwesternport@verizon.net
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II. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY - General Information

A. Proposed Sustainable Community Area(s):

(1) Provide a description of SC Area boundaries. How did the applicant determine that these are the
most appropriate boundaries for its target area? Describe the methodology for choosing this target
area.

The entire Town will benefit from the SC designation. Upon approval of the designation, the Town
and community development organizations or groups who share a common purpose or goal will be
eligible for funding for essential projects aimed at strengthening Westernport through activities such
as business retention and attraction, encouraging homeownership and commercial revitalization.
The Community Legacy Program will be only one of the many State funding tools that will become
an eligible funding tool for strengthening the community once Westernport becomes a Sustainable
Community.

The Westernport Sustainable Communities boundary encompasses the entire Corporate Limits of
Westernport. The Town is bounded on the south by the Potomac River and West Virginia. Some
residential, recreational and commercial uses are in this area. The mixed use, central business
district travels north and south through the center of town. The eastern, western and northern
sections of town are predominately residential in nature. Stakeholders conducted a tour of the
proposed Sustainable Communities Area and with the assistance of DHCD and MDP staff
determined that the entire Town should be considered for the Sustainable Communities Designation.

The Town of Westernport has been faced with declining budgetary constraints the last several years
primarily due to relatively low growth of the tax base. A tool such as the one described, would make
it more convenient for potential investors as well as staff to more readily identify properties for
development or re-use.

(2) Include the following in as an attachment: 1) PDF or JPEG of proposed Sustainable Communities
map, 2) GIS shapefiles of proposed Sustainable Community boundary (mapped to the parcel
boundary), 3) pictures of proposed Sustainable Community area.

(3) Approximate number of acres within the SC Area: 564 acres

(4) Existing federal, state or local designations:
L Community Legacy Area [1Designated Neighborhood CJMain Street (1Maple Street

[INational Register Historic District (] Local Historic District (] Arts & Entertainment District
[1State Enterprise Zone Special Taxing District OBRAC OState Designated TOD
UOther(s):
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(5) Prior Revitalization Investments & Smart Growth:

a. List and describe any significant State and local smart growth or revitalization related
program investments (for instance, Community Legacy or SC Rehab Tax Credit) that have
been invested in the Area since the launching of Maryland’s Smart Growth initiative and
programs in 1997 (including Housing investment). What impact have these investments
made in the community?

e Community Legacy Strategic Plan — In 2008 the Town hired a consultant to assist in
the preparation of a strategic plan for the Town. The Town invested $20,000 in town
funds and were matched by $20,000 in ARC funds to have the plan prepared. The
Strategic Plan was completed and adopted by the Town. The plan addressed the need
for community revitalization, preservation of rural historic character, commercial and
business development and demographic and economic trends. Once the plan was

completed the Town applied for Community Legacy Funds but were never awarded
those funds.

(6) Describe the SC Area’s demographic trends (with respect to age, race, household size, household
income, educational attainment, or other relevant factors).

e As o0f 2010 Census, there were 1,888 people, 810 households, and 532 families residing in
the town. The population density was 2,170.1 inhabitants per square mile (837.9/km?2). There
were 1,006 housing units at an average density of 1,156.3 per square mile (446.4/km?2). The
racial makeup of the town was 98.6% White, 0.5% African American, 0.1% Asian, and 0.7%
from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race were 0.4% of the population.

e There were 810 households of which 27.0% had children under the age of 18 living with
them, 50.0% were married couples living together, 9.9% had a female householder with no
husband present, 5.8% had a male householder with no wife present, and 34.3% were non-
families. 31.5% of all households were made up of individuals and 16.6% had someone
living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.33 and the
average family size was 2.88.

¢ The median age in the town was 44 years. 20.4% of residents were under the age of 18; 9%
were between the ages of 18 and 24; 21.8% were from 25 to 44; 27.6% were from 45 to 64;
and 21.2% were 65 years of age or older. The gender makeup of the town was 48.7% male
and 51.3% female.

B. Organizational Structure, Experience and Public Input:

(1) Describe the Applicant’s organizational structure. Specifically, which organizations are members in
the Sustainable Communities Workgroup and who are the respective staff? Who are the leaders,
and how will the Workgroup advisor or staff manage implementation of the SC Area Plan?

The Town of Westernport has a Mayor and a Board of Commissioners. The Mayor and
Commissioners will be responsible for the leadership and implementation of the plans in the SC
Area. The Town Clerk, Renee Morris, will assist with the implementation and administration of
projects in the SC Area.
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(2) Describe the Applicant organization’s past experience in administering revitalization plans and
projects. Describe the roles of the members of the Sustainable Communities Workgroup,
including their experience in implementing revitalization initiatives. What are the strengths and
challenges of the capacity of these groups with respect to implementation of the SC Plan?

The Towns workgroup was established in 2008, when the Town received their Community Legacy
Designation. The same workgroup has been involved in a similar capacity since, working with the
County on regional infrastructure projects as well as assisting the Planning Commission on the
Comprehensive Plan update.

(3) How did residents and other stakeholders in the community provide input to the Action Plan
described below in the next section? On which existing local plans (comprehensive plans, economic
development plans, sector plans, etc.) is the Sustainable Communities Action Plan based?

The Mayor and Board of Commissioners have facilitated two meetings in order to gather public
input regarding the town’s desire to have the Town designated as a Sustainable Community.
Representatives from the Maryland Department of Planning were present these meetings.
Approximately 10 citizens and business owners attended the informational meetings. The meetings
were very positive.

The Sustainable Communities Action Plan is based on the Town of Westernport’s Comprehensive
Plan. The Comprehensive Plan was drafted with input from the Mayor and Board of
Commissioners and citizens with the help of the Westernport Planning and Zoning Commission at
their monthly meetings.
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Resolution No. 6-5-2017-3

Resolution of the Westernport Mayor and Town Commission to designate the Town of Westernport
as a Sustainable Community, pursuant to the attached Sustainable Community map (and Sustainable
Community Plan (the “Plan,” as further described in the Sustainable Community Application (the
“Application™), for approval either directly by the Department of Housing and Community Development
(the "Department") of the State of Maryland or through the Smart Growth Subcabinet of the State of
Maryland.

WHEREAS, the Westernport Mayor and Town Commission recognizes that there is a significant
need for reinvestment and revitalization of the communities in Allegany County, Westernport; and

WHEREAS, Westernport Mayor and Town Commission proposes to (i) designate the Town of
Westernport in Allegany County, as outlined on the attached map (the “Area”™), as a Sustainable
Community, and to (ii) adopt the Plan, as further described in the Application, for the purposes of
contributing to the reinvestment and revitalization in the Area; and

WHEREAS, the Area is located within a priority funding area under Section 5-7B-02 of the
Smart Growth Act; and

WHEREAS, the applicable law and the Comumunity Legacy Program regulations require a local
government to submit an application to the Department in order to become a designated Sustainable
Community, and to adopt a satisfactory Sustainable Community Plan in order to be eligible to receive
financial assistance under the Community Legacy Program;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Westeraport Mayor and Town Commission
hereby (i) endorses the designation of the Area as a Sustainable Community; and (ii) adopts the Sustainable
Community Plan described in the Application,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the chief elected executive official is hereby requested to
endorse this Resolution, indicating his or her approval by signature hereof: and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the following persons are hereby authorized to execute
documents and take any action necessary to carry out the intent of these resolutions;

Name Office/Title Signature
J. Daniel Laffey Mayor |

Renee L. Morris Town Clerk

and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, copies of this Resolution are sent to the Secretary of the
Department of Housing and Community Development of the State of Maryland for consideration by the
Smart Growth Sub-Cabinet.

READ AND PASSED THIS _5th _day of June , 2017.

BY ORDER: The Westernport Mayor and Town Commission, hereby certify that Resolution No.
6-5-2017-3 is true and correct and duly adopted by the Westernport Mayor and Town Commission,



Attest;

L. Mo,

Clerk

N NL O

J. Daniel Laffey {N¥Ryor
C Lot~

o

C. Robert Lupton, W

hissioner

Grnis I G

Frederick F. Pritts, Commissioner

Timothy F. Jackson, Commissioner




SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY APPLICATION

DISCLOSURE AUTHORIZATION AND CERTIFICATION

The undersigned authorizes the Department of Housing and Community Development (the
“Department”) to make such inquiries as necessary, including, but not limited to, credit inquiries, in order
to verify the accuracy of the statements made by the applicant and to determine the creditworthiness of the
applicant and the accuracy of the application.

In accordance with Executive Order 01.01.1983.18, the Department advises you that certain
personal information is necessary to determine eligibility for financial assistance. Availability of this
information for public inspection is governed by Maryland’s Access to Public Records Act, State
Government Article, Section 10-611 et seq. of the Annotated Code of Maryland (the “Act”). This
information will be disclosed to appropriate staff of the Department or to public officials for purposes
directly connected with administration of this financial assistance program for which its use is intended.
Such information may be shared with State, federal or local government agencies, which have a financial
role in the project. The applicant has the right to inspect, amend, or correct personal records in accordance
with the Act.

The Department intends to make available to the public the contents of the local governments’
Sustainable Community Plans and the contents of Sustainable Community Applications, including posting
of entire applications on the Department’s website, use of such materials at presentations, training sessions,
press releases, articles and other means of publication. This information may be confidential under the Act.
If the applicant considers this information confidential and does not want it made available to the public,
please indicate this objection in writing and attach the same to this application.

The applicant agrees that not attaching an objection constitutes consent to the information being
made available to the public as herein described, and a waiver of any rights the applicant may have
regarding this information under the Act.

I have read and understand the above paragraph. Applicant’s Initials: 9%

Anyone who knowingly makes, or causes to be made, any false statement or report relative to this
Application, for the purposes of influencing the action of the Department on such Application, may become
ineligible to receive State financial assistance, and is subject to other penalties authorized by law.

The undersigned hereby certifies that s/he is authorized to enter into the agreements and
certifications contained herein and in the Application, and further certifies that the information set herein

and in any attachment in support hereof is true, correct, and complete to the best of his/her knowledge and
belief.

%'Q gm J. Daniel Laffey, Mavor June 23, 2017

Authorized Signature Type Name and Title Date



